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Ozet

Sirdurilebilir turizm anlayisinin yayginlagsmasiyla birlikte, dini kaynaklari da kapsayan kiltiirel mirasin
onemi artmig ve bu anlayisla alternatif turlar yapiimaya baslanmistir.Bu c¢alismada; Kusadasrndaki
acentalarin alternatif bir turizm tlrG olarak inang turizmini nasil degerlendirdikleri anketler yardimiyla
belilenmeye calisilmistir. Bu konuda zengin kaynaklari bulunan Izmir ili destinasyon olarak
alinmigtir.Ciinkii, Kusadasr'nin yakin bir komsusu olanizmir ili, tarihinde bir cok medeniyete ve farkl dinlere
mensup insanlara ev sahipligi yapmistir. Bu nedenle de sinirlari iginde ¢ok sayida ve gesitli dini yapilar
bulundurmaktadir. Dider taraftan, ¢ok sayida yabanci turist alan bir ilge olarak Kusadasi, inang turizmi
konusunda 6nemli bir potansiyel talebi biinyesinde barindirmaktadir. Kusadasi’'ndaki acentelerin yapmasi
gereken, izmirdeki arzi ve Kusadasrndaki talebi bulusturmaya galismaktir. Ancak, yapilan arastirma
sonuglari; Kusadasi'nda faaliyet gosteren seyahat acentalarinin sadece eskiden beri siiregelen siradan
turlari  diizenlemekte oldugunu ve yani basinda bulunan izmirin inang turizmi potansiyelini
degerlendirmedigini gdstermektedir. Bu sonug,izmir'in inang turizmini degerlendirme, tanitma ve acenteleri
bu ybénde tesvik etme agisindan devletin turizm politikalarinin da bugiine dekyetersizkaldigi fikrini
vermektedir.
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A Research on Evaluating the Performance of Travel Agencies In Kusadasi on
Faith Tourism Potential Of Izmir

Abstract

The importance of cultural heritage including religious entities has been raised with the widespread
understanding of sustainable tourism and thus the alternative tourism activities have been encouraged.In
this study, by means of questionnaires it is tried to be defined that how travel agencies in Kusadasi evaluate
the faith tourism as an alternative tourism activity. The city of lzmir which has rich sources has been chosen
as a destination for this study. Because Izmir, being a close neighbour of Kusadasi, has hosted many
civilizations and people related to different kind of religions in its history. Therefore Izmir has had many
different religious structures and entities in its city borders. On the other hand, Kusadasi has an important
demand potential about faith tourism as a popular destination that attracts many tourists. Therefore what
the agencies of Kusadasi have to do is to try to get the supply of Izmir and the demand of Kusadasi
together. However, this study indicates that, the travel agencies that operate in Kusadasi have been
organizing just ordinary tours which are commonly known for years and these agencies have never made
use of the rich tourism potential of Izmir which is close to them. The results show that, the government’s
efforts in terms of promoting and planning of Izmir's faith tourism potential and encouraging the travel
agencies of Kusadasi for faith tours to Izmir have remained insufficient so far.
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